


 
Global Heat Health 
Information Network

Global Heat Health  
Information Network

Joy Shumake-Guillemot, WHO/WMO Joint Climate and Health Office,  
Geneva, Switzerland  
Juli Trtanj, Hunter Jones, NOAA 
Washington DC 

July 2020



Urgency 

Connectivity 

Capacity  

Awareness 

Information 

Monitoring  

GHHIN - A GLOBAL KNOWLEDGE AND ACTION NETWORK  - WHY? 

We can prevent a grand majority of heat impacts,  
but we are missing opportunities to  

work together more, better, and faster.  



WHO WE ARE

The Network is an independent, voluntary, 
member-driven forum of scientists, practitioners, 
and policymakers focused on enhancing existing 
efforts to address heat health risk.



WHO WE ARE

Government agencies / academic institutions / 
international organizations / NGOs / private sector and 
individuals in relevant fields 

Diverse expertise and perspectives 
Our members self-select, enhancing inclusion of a broad range 
of global organizations and professionals   

Compatible motivation  
The mission and values of our members are expected to be 
compatible with our vision. 

Scientific integrity and shared principles 
Members will be encouraged to uphold scientific integrity and 
principles of good public health practice. 



OUR FOCUS
Awareness 
Urgently improving awareness of the disaster that increasing extreme heat poses to human 
health, wellbeing, and productivity worldwide.

Partnership 
Catalyzing and sustaining interdisciplinary partnerships and co-learning between 
research and practitioners across relevant government, academic, private sector and 
civil society bodies.

Expertise 
Improving access to expert resources and opportunities for learning, exchange, 
and engagement.

Leadership 
Identifying and promoting action to address critical gaps in research, knowledge and action.

Synthesis 
Synthesizing and advancing science and technology available for decision making and 
risk reduction across sectors and time scales.
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By bringing together the work and 
progress of its members we help create a 
more holistic picture of the needs, science, 
and strengths across the network.
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We help improve the knowledge and 
capacity of governments, 
organizations, and professionals to 
protect populations from the avoidable 
health risks of extreme ambient heat.

KEY ACTIVITIES 

Moving toward regional communities, new partnerships, 
and affiliated research and technical products 



2020 IN ACTION

Hot but Habitable, 
Lorentz Center  
March 2020

South Asia Heat Health 
Summit  
February 2020

Heat and COVID-19 
Information Series 
May 2020

Heat Health 
Masterclasses June-
July 2020



New website 
launching in August
New and improved features:

● heat health resource library and learning

● Easy to use tools and services directory

● Focus areas: work, urban, sports, etc 

● Inventory/maps of heat health action plans  

case studies   

● Expert and projects directory

● [coming soon] action platform / directory of 

evidence and evaluation of interventions 

www.ghhin.org



Open Global Forum 

3rd Global Forum  
on Heat and Health (2021/22)

Coming up 

Masterclass Series
Upcoming Fall series  

1  Urban Heat Island Mapping Methods 

2  Heat Indices and WGBT

3  Heat Physiology

4  Understanding heat vulnerability and inequity 


Subscribe to the digest for announcements 
http://www.ghhin.org/subscribe 

http://www.ghhin.org/subscribe










Heat in the Workplace - Activities on the horizon 

GHHIN Website Resource Section: “Heat in the 
Workplace” featuring urban focused case studies, 
resources, and key issues. 

New GHHIN “Open Forum” Discussion Calls: Monthly 
global call-ins to take a deeper dive on specific issues 
that will inform the GHHIN action agenda and encourage 
coordination and learning. 

New Training and Capacity Building Opportunities   
● Masterclass on Worker and other themes 
● Graduate, Post-doctoral and mid-career training/

rotations 

New technical activities and resources 
- WHO/WMO Technical Report on Occupational Heat 
Exposure  

Exploring new programmatic and research partnerships  
-WHO-WMO Technical Report on Occupational Heat Exposure  
-Scientific Committee on Thermal Factors, ICOH 
-Project HEAT SHIELD 

Subscribe to the digest to stay tuned 
http://www.ghhin.org/subscribe

http://www.ghhin.org/subscribe

